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TRANSPORTATION NEWS FROM THE BOSTON METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION 


Direct Connection to Route 1A from Ted Williams Tunnel O pens 


Another Central A rtery/Tunnel project 
milestone was reached on March 16 
when Massachusetts Turnpike A uthority 
Chairman M atthew J. A morello presided 
over the opening of a new access road to 
Route 1A in East Boston. The new road 
eliminates the need for northbound Ted 
Williams Tunnel traffic to circle through 
Logan A irport before meging with Route 
1A. 


N ew tunnel signage directs drivers head- 
ing north to stay in the left lanesin the 
tunnel and to watch for signs directing 
through traffic to the new connection. 


The direct connection shaves 5 to 15 
minutes from the time it takes to reach 
Route 1A from the tunnel, depending on 
traffic conditions, and reduces airport 
roadway traffic by up to 6,000 vehicles a 
day. 


MPO Adopts Transportation 


On March 14, 2002, the Boston MPO 
adopted the Boston Region 2000-2025 
Transportation Plan U pdate and a new 
Public Involvement Program. T hese doc- 
uments were the topic of seven work- 
shops held around the region during their 
review periods, which ended in February 
and March, respectively. An average of 
35 people attended each workshop, with 
the greatest participation occurring at the 
one held in Somerville, which was 
attended by 80 people. In addition, more 
than 100 comment letters were received 
on the documents. 

N umerous changes were made to the 

Plan U pdate in response to comments. 
The most significant changes were: 
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Plan U pdate and New Public Involvement Program 


* Inclusion of a Suburban Bus M obility 
Program. 


* Inclusion of 100 new CNG buses tar- 
geted for service to low-income and 
underserved communities. 


* Identification of the A ssembly Square 
transit station as a possible candidate 
for funding under the federal Trans- 
portation Infrastructure Financing 
Innovation A ct. (The draft document 
included the project but did not iden- 
tify a funding source.) 


* Inclusion of the Route |-93/M ystic 
Avenue, Somerville Interchange proj- 
ect in the recommended list of trans- 
portation improvements. (T his project 
was previously only listed in the uni- 


verse of projects from which the recom- 
mended list was drawn.) 


The M PO's new Public Involvement Pro- 
gram document is an expansion of its 
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BOSTON METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION ACTIVITIES 


Boston MPO ActTIoN ITEMS 


The Boston M etropolitan Planning Organization met on 
March 14 and voted unanimously to approve the Boston- 
Z Region MPO 2000-2025 Transportation Plan U pdate and 
the Boston MPO Public Involvement Program. See page 1 for related story. 


TRANSPORTATION PLANNING AND PROGRAMMING COMMITTEE 


ACTION ITEMS 


In March the MPO's Planning and Programming C ommittee completed its work on 
the development of the Transportation Plan U pdate and Public Involvement Pro- 
gram. In addition, it approved three Central Transportation Planning Staff work 


programs: 


* Pedestrian A ccess at Quincy A dams Station on the MBTA’s Red Line 

* Title VI Assessment A ssistance to the MBTA 

¢ North Suburban Subregion Local Transit Opportunities 

REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION ADvisorY COUNCIL U PDATE 

At the A dvisory Council’s M arch meeting, Stephen Woelfel of the MBTA and 
Clinton Bench of the Central Transportation Planning Staff gave a briefing on 
recent progress in the Program for M ass Transportation. (See related article on this 
page.) M embers were also given a presentation on the transportation aspects of the 
new Charles River basin by Karl Haglund, park design manager at the M etropolitan 
District Commission. The MDC isa longstanding A dvisory Council member. 


In April the A dvisory Council will continue its review and discussion of its bylaws. 
Proposed revisions were presented last month by Bylaw Committee chair Philip 

H odge that clarify current practices and establish several new procedures, including 
ones for membership. The A pril meeting will also feature a discussion with MBTA 


general manager M ichael Mulhern. 
AACT UppaTE 


M embers of the A ccess A dvisory Committee to the M BTA reviewed the designs for 
improvements at the Canton Junction commuter rail station in M arch and provided 
feedback on accessibility features. The annual election of officers will take place at 
the A pril meeting. There will also be a presentation on disability access to the 
southbound platform of the Orange Line’s Chinatown Station; new accessibility fea- 
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predecessor, which described only the 
public review process for MPO docu- 
ments. The new program explicitly 
includes all the public involvement 
efforts in which the MPO typically 


engages, including public meetings, work- 


shops, and seminars; working with ad hoc 
committees and other advisory groups; 
and disseminating information through 
the MPO Web site, Internet subscrip- 
tions, and T RAN Sreport. 


The program implements the M PO's pol- 
icy of responding individually to all com- 
ment letters received on certification 
documents. It also specifies that there 
will be a round of annual workshops held 


around the region. T hese will coincide 
with milestones in the development of 
certification documents and will also 
expand awareness of the planning 
process. 


The Public Involvement Program can 
be downloaded now from the Boston 
MPO Web site at www.bostonmpo.org; 
however, the Plan U pdate will not be 
posted until early A pril. At that time, 
both documents will also be available in 
print and in accessible formats, and on 
CD-ROM. They may be requested by 
contacting the the C entral Transporta- 
tion Planning Staff at (617) 973-7100 
or publicinformation@ctps.org. 


Pre-Screening U nderway 
for MBTA’s PMT 





Last fall the public out- 
reach process began on 
the MBTA’s Program 
for M ass Transporta- 
tion, which is a docu- 
ment that outlines the 











M BTA’s long-range 





capital plan. All capital improvement 
project ideas submitted during the out- 
reach process have now been compiled 
into the PMT universe of projects. Sug- 
gestions for all transit modes, including 
water, bicycle, and pedestrian transporta- 
tion, are included. 


The projects have been grouped into 
three categories: system preservation, 
service enhancement, and network 
expansion. For each category, the proj- 
ects are being pre-screened to select 
those that will undergo more in-depth 
analysis and receive a priority ranking in 
the draft PMT document. For the system 
expansion category, a draft list of pre- 
screened projects has been completed. 


That list and the list of the PMT uni- 
verse of projects may be seen on the 
Boston MPO Web site, www.boston- 
mpo.org, by clicking on "Program for 
Mass Transportation." At the site one 
may also find the PMT vision statement, 
goals and objectives, and performance 
measures. Project staff may be reached 
through the Web site, by e-mail at pub- 
licinformation@ctps.org, by TTY at 
(617) 973-7089, or by phone at (617) 
973-7100. The spring edition of the pro- 
ject’s newsletter, the PMT Monitor, is 
available on the Web site or by mail. 
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other subregion may run for one of the 
three seats up for election this year (cur- 
rently held by Everett, Hopkinton and 
Newton). 


The chief elected official of each city and 
town in the region has been notified of 
the election and provided with election 
materials. C opies of the materials may be 
requested from Lois Baxter of MAPC at 
(617) 451-2770. 
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Municipal Elections to the Boston Metropolitan Planning Organization Set for May 


receiving the most votes will serve three- 
year terms. The city with the second 
most votes will serve a two-year term. In 
2003, two town seats and one city seat 
will be up for election. Starting in 2004, 
one city and one town will be elected 


Election of three municipal officials to 
the Boston M etropolitan Planning 
Organization will take place at 12 noon 
on Wednesday, M ay 22 at the annual 
meeting of the M etropolitan A rea 
Planning Council to be held in down- 





have up to two elected representatives on 
the MPO. For example, this year because 
the seats held by Bedford, Framingham, 
and Peabody are not up for election, 
communities in their subregions 
(MAGIC {Minuteman A dvisory Group 
on Interlocal Coordination} M etroW est, 
and North Shore T ask Force, 
respectively) are ineligible to run for 
election this year. Communities from any 
@ Election Procedures cont. on p. 2 











town every year for three-year terms. 
IMPORTANT DATES: Boston 
oe : Only one elected community from any 
Nomination Papers Due - : 
Thursday, April 25, at 5 po. The MAPC subregion except the Inner Core 
; Boston (see map) may serve on the MPO at any 
condldas Nights MPO time. The Inner Core subregion may 
Tuesday, May 7, at7 p.m. ata nsick 
location to be determined. ca : Boston MPO REGION 
of four- 
MPO Election - fear AND MAPC Susrecions 
W ednesday, M ay 22, at 12 members, 
noon at the Swissotel, f North Suburban 
1 Avenue DeLafayette in span 2 Nitouestnant AdvisoneGiwun ee Council 
Boston which ale on Interlocal Coordination 
munici- (MAGIC) 
palities. 


One of these, the City of Boston, isa 
permanent member. The other six, 
three cities and three towns, are 
elected on a rotating basis. 


MetroWest 
Growth 
Management 
Committee 
(M etroW est) 


TheMPO recently changed its proce- 
dures for electing municipal representa- 
tives to achieve broader representation 
and a clearer process, and to lengthen 
the terms served. The term of office has 


been changed from two to three years. Piette 
This change will take place over the Planning 
next two years. In this year’s election, aunt 


which is for two cities and one town, 





Three Rivers 
Interlocal Council 
(TRIC) 



















North Shore 
Task Force 
(NSTF) 


South Shore 
3 Coalition 












the town and the city 


Lufthansa Adds New Service; Flights Restored at Logan 


On February 22 M assport announced 
that anew, nonstop service from Logan 
International Airport to Munich, Ger- 
many, will begin on M ay 1. This service, 


operated by Lufthansa, will depart Boston 
six days weekly, and will use A irbus A 340 
aircraft. It will provide fast, convenient 
connections through M unich, Lufthansa’s 
= secondary hub, to other destina- 

| tions in Europe and beyond. 





In another expansion of its service 
from Logan, Lufthansa will add a 
seasonal second daily flight to 
Frankfurt beginning M ay 10. 

M assport is pleased: “This addi- 
tional services enhances Logan's 
position as a key international air- 
| port,” said acting exectuive direcc- 
tor Thomas]. Kinton, Jr. 








Photo Courtesy of Lufthansa 


Lufthansa joins ranks with other airlines 
that are adding service from Boston. 
American A irlines added second daily 
flights to Orlando and San Jose on 
March 2, British Airways will restore its 
morning departure to London/H eathrow 
on April 1, and United Airlines will 
begin a fifth daily service to San Fran- 
cisco on A pril 7. Delta Connection will 
begin three daily flights to Halifax on 

M ay 1 operated by A tlantic Coast A ir- 
lines, and A laska A irlines will begin 
daily service between Boston and Seattle 
on April 4. All of these flights will be 
operated with Boeing 737-700 aircraft. 
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MEETING CALENDAR 


The public is welcome to attend the following 
transportation-related meetings this month. A photo 
ID is usually required for access to meeting 
locations. 


AT THE STATE TRANSPORTATION 
BuiLDING, 10 PARK PLAZA, 
BosTON 


Thursday, A pril 4 
Boston MPO Transportation 
Planning and Programming 
Committee Work Session 
MPO Conference Room, Suite 2150 


W ednesday, A pril 10 
Regional Transportation 
Advisory C ouncil 


Conference Room 1 


MBTA Board of Directors 
Conference Room 2/3 


Thursday, A pril 18 
Boston MPO Transportation 
Planning and Programming 
Committee 
MPO Conference Room, Suite 2150 


Thursday, A pril 25 
Access A dvisory Committee 
to the MBTA (AACT) 


Conference Room 1 


AT OTHER BosTON-AREA LOCATIONS 


Wednesday, A pril 3 


Site Visit to TeleC om City 
Orientation and Briefing 

Mayor's Office, Room 202 

Medford City Hall, 

85 George P. Hassett Drive 
Travel by Van to to Site for 
Discussion 
Return to Medford City Hall 


Contact Pam Wolfe at (617) 973-7141 or 
pamwolfe@ctps. org to reserve your space. 


Alliance of Boston Neighborhoods 6:00 p.m 
Town Meeting: “Manhattan vs. 
Pleasantville”: Traffic, Density, 

and Quality of Life 


Boston M etropolitan Planning Organization 
State Transportation Building 

10 Park Plaza, Suite 2150 

Boston, MA 02116 


10:00 A.m. 


3:00 p.m. 


1:00 p.m. 


10:00 a.m. 


1:00 p.m. 


2:00 p.m. 


2:30 P.M. 


3:30 P.M. 


Boston Public Library 
700 Boylston Street, Boston 


Thursday, A pril 4 

N orth Shore Transit Improvements between 

Revere and Salem: 

MBTA Open H ouse 

Scoping Meeting 
Lynn MBTA Parking Garage 
Conference Room 
Corner of Market and Broad Streets 
Lynn 


W ednesday, A pril 24 
MassH ighway Public H earing: 7:00 P.M. 
Proposed Traffic Improvements along 
Cambridge St. (Route 3A), Winchester 
Winchester Town Hall 
71 Mount Vernon Street, Winchester 


6:00 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 


M eeting dates and times are subject to change: please 
call (617) 973-7119 for confirmation. A dditional 
transportation meetings open to the public are listed 
on the Boston MPO Website, at www. 

bostonmpo. org. 


MBTA to Hold Scoping 
Meeting on North Shore 
Transit Improvements 


The MBTA has begun preparing a draft 
environmental impact statement evaluat- 
ing the impacts of transit improvement 
alternatives between Revere and Salem. 
M embers of the public are encouraged to 
comment on what range of alternatives 
should be considered for the North 
Shore. T hey are invited to meet the proj- 
ect team at an open house on A pril 4 
and attend a scoping meeting which will 
immediately follow. See the calendar for 
meeting details. M ore information may 
be obtained by calling MBTA project 
manager Stephen Woelfel at (617) 222- 
5237. 
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